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Upcoming Dates 
to Remember:
March 9 - Muffins with Mom 
at Jefferson Elementary

March 14 - Donuts with Dad
at Jefferson Elementary

March 23 - 1/2 Day of Class-
es, Parent Teacher Confer-
ences

March 31 - 1/2 Day of 
Classes

April 3-7 - Spring Break, No 
Classes

April 14 - Good Friday, No 
Classes

April 22 - CHS Prom

More Calendar of Events 
at ColdwaterSchools.org

Coldwater Community 
Schools’ mission is to 
provide a supportive 

and challenging learn-
ing environment where 
every student is pre-
pared to succeed in a 

global community.

New room in Jefferson Elementary

Ashley Macklin, Kindergarten Teacher 
at Max Larsen Elementary, was recently 
nominated by her student, Max Snyder, 
for WGVU’s and PBS Kids Cool Teacher 
Award.  TV crews surprised Macklin’s class 
with the award and pizza for her students.  
She was chosen out of a large number of 
submissions.  

The segment 
will be broad-
cast during 
the month of 
February on 
WGVU TV.

Larsen Teacher Wins 
PBS Kids Cool Teacher 
Award

Renovations at 
Jefferson Elementary
In an effort to accommodate the growing 
student population at Jefferson Elementary, 
two new classrooms were constructed over 
the summer and completed this fall.  Jeffer-
son staff had converted the former teacher’s 
lounge into a classroom, which will now be 
available for staff as the new classrooms are 
put to good use.

In recent months, Coldwater Community Schools 
has invited the public to three open forums to 
discuss the idea of a bond proposal to fund a new 
elementary school. This would replace the Lake-
land Elementary School building, which currently 
houses all CCS 4th and 5th grade students. The 
district is soliciting input on the potential structure 
of the bond.

At the last meeting in January, proposed locations 
for a new elementary building were discussed.    
Terry Boguth, Superintendent of Coldwater Com-
munity Schools, will present all of the feedback 
from the meetings to the school board, who will 
then decide on the next steps to take in the pro-
cess.  Currently, the district is considering putting 
a proposal on the ballot in November 2017.  Com-
munity input is critical to our mission of providing 
a safe and secure, 21st Century learning environ-
ment for our students.

Bond Proposal 
Discussed



CHS Robotics Team to Compete

In January, the Lakeland Elementary 4th graders visited the Michigan Historical Museum and Capi-
tol in Lansing. Governor Rick Snyder even took the time to speak with one of our classes and take a 
quick photo.  Representative Eric Leutheuser met with one class in the gallery and asked the class 
to stand as he introduced them to the representatives who waved and clapped.  Representative Tim 
Wahlberg also met with the students.

Lakeland Students Visit State Capital

The newly organized CHS Robotics Team is currently 
creating prototype mockups of the components that the 
students will need to complete the tasks in the upcoming 
competition. The team is comprised of 12 members with 
Larry Burns directing the program.  

The students have 
started learning 
the programming 
language needed to 
drive the robot and operate any other mechanisms the robots 
may have. The next phase of the robot is to create the metal 
framework and work with polycarbonate sheeting.  

CHS Band is One of Seven Finalists
In December, the Coldwater High School Marching Band was nominated for the Sound of Spirit 
Marching Band Award sponsored by Varsity Brands.  The marching band has become an All-Amer-
ican staple for school sporting events. This award will honor one marching band who brings talent, 
innovation and dedication to school events. Most importantly, this band lives for game night and 
eagerly takes on the responsibility of providing weekly entertainment to school fans.

It is with great excitement we can now announce that Coldwater High School has been selected 
as one of seven finalists in the nation for the Sound of Spirit Marching Band Award, sponsored by 
Varsity Brands! The submission, sent in by Principal Bill Milnes, was judged by the Performing Arts 
team at Walt Disney World Resort, who were very impressed.

The CHS Band program is now in the running for a cash money prize if selected as the final overall 
winner.

In the Fall of 2016, Coldwater 
High School began an Early 
College program for students.  
Twelve CHS students have 
currently completed their first 
class at KCC and have start-
ed their next semester.  

During the first semester, 
Early College students took a 
communications course, and 
in the current semester, they 
are taking Intro to Psycholo-
gy. Both of these classes fit 
into the programs of almost 
every major field of study 
and are part of the Michigan 
Transfer Agreement, which 
allows students to transfer 
30 earned credits to partici-
pating Michigan colleges and 
universities. 

Next fall, the students will 
take at least two college 
classes each semester.  In 
the spring of 2018, they will 
plan their first full year of 
college with the guidance of 
KCC’s college and career 
counseling staff. CHS staff 
will be explaining the Early 
College opportunity to the 
current 10th grade students 
later this spring, and they will 
have the opportunity to apply 
to join the second cohort of 
students.

Early College 
Students 
Complete First 
Semester
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creating prototype mockups of the components that the 
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Students Receive Good Citizens Award
Each year, CHS Counselor, Jessica Krzyzanski, helps to coordinate a selection process by the 
staff at CHS, who work together to select a senior student to compete in the DAR Scholarship 
program and a sophomore to participate in the HOBY youth leadership program.  This month, 
the CHS staff nominated Eric Bach for the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) Good 
Citizen Award.  Eric also took part in the DAR scholarship portion of the award where he was 
recognized for his accomplishments by the local Coldwater DAR Chapter.  The DAR Good 

Citizens Award and Scholarship Contest, created in 1934, is intended 
to encourage and reward the qualities of good citizenship, especially 
the qualities of dependability, service, leadership, and patriotism in their 
homes, schools, and communities.   

The CHS staff also nominated sophomore 
Selena Hostetler, for the Hugh O’Brien 
Youth Leadership Seminar to be held this 
year in June at Albion College.  Sele-
na graciously accepted and is looking 
forward to representing CHS this spring.  
HOBY’s purpose is to bring together a 

select group of high school sophomores 
who have demonstrated leadership ability so that they can inter-
act with groups of distinguished leaders in business, government, 
education, and other professions to discuss present and future 
issues.  When selecting a student, the staff considers leadership 
ability, creativity in problem solving, sensitivity to others, and desire 
to communicate their knowledge to their peers.  

Eric Bach

Selena Hostetler

State lawmakers, Senator Mike Shirkey and 
Representative Eric Leutheuser, recently 
visited CHC Cardinal Connect to get a first-
hand demonstration 
of how Telehealth 
is changing the 
landscape of com-
munity health and 
wellness.  The law-
makers were able 
to see how Tele-
health works from 
both the students’ and health care providers’ 
perspective. As chair of the Michigan Senate 
Health Policy and Michigan Competitiveness 
committees, Senator Shirkey, as well as 

Representative Leutheuser, had many ques-
tions about the program. The visit by the state 
officials was one of the first clinic tours for 

state lawmakers. “One 
of the most important 
aspects of our job is to 
get the word out about 
the School Telehealth 
program” , stated Pro-
gram Manager, There-
sa Gillette. “Every day 
we touch the lives of 

students in Branch County, but we have to re-
member that our model has the opportunity to 
impact the lives of students across Michigan. 
We don’t take that responsibility lightly.”

Fifth Graders Send Care Package to Iraq
In December, students in Stephanie Aughen-
baugh’s 5th Grade Class at Lakeland Elementary 
wanted to spread a little holiday cheer and send 
a care package to a special platoon stationed in 
Iraq. Students brought in items to send overseas, 
and also wrote letters to 13 men currently on tour.  
Pictured are the students with the package before 
it was shipped. 

State Lawmakers Visit CHC Cardinal Connect

Six Chefs from Chartwells 
recently made a visit to Legg 
Middle School and Coldwater 
High School for the Chef 2 
School program.  Chartwells 
set up the Blender Bikes 
for the students and staff to 
make berry kale smoothies,  
and jicama and kale slaw 
and provided the recipes to 
students.

They came from six south-
west Michigan districts, 
including Quincy, Bronson, 
Colon, Mattawan, Coloma, 
Wayland, and Coldwater’s 
district manager, Tamara 
Santora.

Chartwells Chefs 
visit Coldwater 
Schools



The Interact Club of 
Coldwater High School, 
in conjunction with the 
advanced physical 
education classes, will 
be hosting the ABC 
Challenge, thanks to 
a generous donation 
from Women Who Care 

of Branch County and title sponsor Clemens Food 
Group.  

The event is a fun and unique obstacle course chal-
lenge patterned after successful events like Spartan 
Junior Runs, Mini Tough Mudders, and the Jackson 
County Childrenz Challenge.    

More information can be found at 
www.ABCChallenge.org

Mud Challenge 
Coming This Summer

This December, the Coldwater High 
School National Honor Society raised 
funds and provided 17 coats for CHS 
students in need.  

This is the third year they have provid-
ed warm clothing for fellow classmates 
in need.  

NHS Donates 
Coats

CHS English class students have recently been mentoring Max 
Larsen first graders with their reading.  Both grades of students 
are benefiting from the interactions they are having, and they 
look forward to the time they have together building life-long 
skills.

Elementary Students Mentored 
by High Schoolers

In December, all CHS Seniors 
were presented information 
on how to apply for local 
scholarships through the 
Branch County Community 
Foundation.  Instructions were 
provided and information can 
now be found on the Founda-
tion website www.brcofoun-
dation.org and on the CHS 
home page www.coldwater-
schools.org with links to the 
online application.  

Other local Coldwater Com-
munity Schools scholarship 
opportunities were also 
presented to all seniors in 
January.  

This information is also 
available on the Coldwater 
Schools website.  The Foun-
dation scholarships are due to 
be submitted online no later 
than 3:00 p.m. on March 3.  
The local Coldwater Commu-
nity Schools scholarship ap-
plications are due to the CHS 
Guidance Office no later than 
3:00 p.m. March 10.  Both 
current seniors and alumni are 
encouraged to apply.  

For more information, call the 
CHS guidance counselors at 
279-5932.

Local 
Scholarship 
Information 
Available




